July 2017

GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER
Welcome to our second Governors Newsletter. It has been a busy term so far
with lots of changes and opportunities. As you are all aware, Mrs Gardner left
WELCOME

the school at the end of May to pursue a new venture. We are very pleased
that Mrs Wildgoose has agreed to cover the teaching post in the junior class for
the rest of this term. The school is currently recruiting for the post to begin in
September. We are also advertising for a Clerk to Governors, School Business
Officer and Caretaker the closing date for these positions is the 2nd July.

`

THE OUTDOOR PLAY AREA: As part of the School Improvement Plan (SIP) we are
working hard to improve the school’s outdoor play area. This will be a three
year project. Initially we are concentrating on the space immediately outside
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the infants classroom to create free flow between the inside & outside areas.
The upper junior children, as part of a young enterprise project, have been
busy designing this area. Working with the Early Years teacher to help them understand the needs of very young children identified key resources needed to
meet their curriculum. This will include a mud kitchen, sand & water play, music and reading areas, literacy/numeracy hub. A suitable floor covering, for the
children to play and learn on is being sourced and we are considering different
ways of making this area suitable for outside learning in all weathers.
READING: Is a key issue on the SIP and we are looking at developing the library
and reading schemes throughout the school to help engage and motivate all
readers of every age. The Cornerstones Scheme of Work has been presented to
staff, governors and parents. It is believed that the materials provided in the
scheme will the teachers to create an up to date and more exciting curriculum.
Most importantly it was evident in the presentation that the materials look fun
and engaging helping the children learn in a stimulating and inspiring way. The
scheme includes a rigorous assessment programme which tracks children’s
progress.

There has been lots of success with the gardening group. The children, under
Gardening Club

the guidance of Mrs Broomhead and Mrs Bray nurtured a range of plants in the
spring term which have now been transferred to the village planters. The children took great delight informing their friends from Lowfield Primary School in
Sheffield about this, during their recent visit to the village. Mrs Broomhead
asked budding gardener Josh Wright to take care of the courgette plants and
once they were ripe to pick them. These were presented to Mrs Stubbs from
which a tasty courgette cake was made and enjoyed by everyone, one Friday

afternoon. There are also sunflowers, petunias and begonias all growing well.
In other pots strawberries are starting to show and hopefully, weather permitting, there will be some ripe ones which the children can pick and enjoy at
snack time.
We are really pleased with the support that the children have received in the
way of donations of pots and people’s time. The gardening group is something
we are very proud of as it continues to forge community links within the village.
The School Council meet monthly during term-time. These meetings are attended by all of the children in the school, the teachers and two of our Governors;
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Sue Bruce and Carol Clayton.
The children are the main participants chairing the meetings and following established protocols. The minutes of the previous meeting are read and actions
from them determine part of the content of the meeting. The children are encouraged to discuss their ideas for the school which link into the school SIP or
issues raised between the meetings.
To date discussions have included:

A buddy system which is up and running within the school. This enables peer
support to be offered to all the children. Collective worship and rotas. The
house system for rewards and recognition of achievement. Ideas for the Early
Years area.

Recent
minutes

The School Governor’s met on Thursday 25th May 2017
The minutes of the Governor’s meetings can be found on the school website. Our next meeting is on 13th July 2017.
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Contact
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If you would like to contact the Governors with any suggestions, questions,
complaints or any other matters, please speak to one of us, e-mail us at
<governors@hartington.derbyshire.sch.uk> or telephone 01298 84254
We hope you have enjoyed this newsletter and look forward to being in
touch again soon.

Thank

Thank you to Anna Wardle who has undertaken her Food Safety level two
certificate and is now assisting with the running of the Breakfast Club.

you
Clerk to Governors — 2 hours per week 52 weeks per year
School
Vacancies

Key Stage 2 teacher — 0.7 hours per week
Business Officer — 15 hours per week
Caretaker — 15 hours per week

